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SUBJECT:KIDNAPPING OF SEARS ROEBUCK EXECUTIVE DONALD E. 
COOPER - PRESS GUIDANCE 

REF: BOGOTA 7457 AND PREVIOUS 

1. FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE PREPARED ON "IF ASKED" BASIS FOR 
DEPARTMENT S AUGUST 7 NOON PRESS BRIEFING. NO QUESTIONS RE 
KIDNAPPING AROSE. 

2. QUOTE: Q: WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE KIDNAPPING OF 
THE SEARS ROEBUCK EXECUTIVE IN COLOMBIA? A: MR. COOPER WAS 
KIDNAPPED FROM HIS HOME BY A GROUP OF SIX UNKNOWN 
ABDUCTORS AT ABOUT 6:15 P.M. ON AUGUST 5. MR. COOPER IS 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR MERCHANDIZING, SEARS ROEBUCK AND COMPANY, 
BOGOTA. MR. COOPER'S FAMILY WAS IN THE UNITED STATES AT THE 
TIME OF THE KIDNAPPING AND IS STILL HERE. THE KIDNAP 
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GROUP WAS REPORTED BY THE COOPER'S CHAUFFEUR AND MAID, WHO 
WERE BOUND ALONG WITH COOPER BUT NOT TAKEN AWAY IN THE 
KIDNAP CAR, TO BE PURPOSEFUL AND EFFICIENT. ONE SHOT WAS 
FIRED DURING THE KIDNAPPING BUT NO ONE WAS HURT. 
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3. Q: HAS THERE BEEN A RANSOM DEMAND? A: THE MOST RECENT 
NEWS WE HAVE INDICATES NO RECEIPT OF ANY RANSOM DEMAND. 

4. Q: IS THIS A POLITICAL KIDNAPPING? A: WE HAVE AS YET 
NO INDICATION THAT THIS IS THE CASE, AND IT IS NOT HELPFUL 
TO SPECULATE. 

5. Q: HOW IS MR. COOPER'S FAMILY BEARING UP? A: THEY ARE 

IN THE UNITED STATES AND WERE ALREADY GONE FROM BOGOTA WHEN 
THE KIDNAPPING TOOK PLACE. SEARS ROEBUCK HAS INFORMED US 
THAT IT IS KEEPING THE FAMILY INFORMED. 

6. Q: WHAT IS SEARS ROEBUCK DOING ABOUT THE CASE? A: I 
SUGGEST YOU DIRECT THAT QUESTION TO THE COMPANY. 

7. Q: WHAT IS THE U.S. DOING ABOUT IT? A: WE, OF COURSE, 

REGRET AND DEPLORE THE KIDNAPPING, AND ARE IN CLOSE TOUCH 
REGARDING IT WITH THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT, WHICH OF COURSE 
BEARS PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY IN THE CASE. WE ARE ALSO IN 
TOUCH WITH SEARS ROEBUCK IN BOGOTA AND HERE, AND HAVE 
ASSURED THEM OF OUR DESIRE TO BE OF ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE. 
END QUOTE. KISSINGER 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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